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ADVENTISTS IN CENTRE COUNTY

Barbara Franco

Barbana Franco, Assistant Directon at the fMuseum of Oun
National Henitage in Lexington, Massachusetia, has pub-
lished numenous exhibition catalogues and anticlea on
19th Centuny Amenican history. She began neseanch on

ty Adventi hen hen mothen, Sarah &, Franco,
Eiggiiogzu2eitonzgﬁozag{wtﬁe,manaﬁ Creet Advent Chunch.

Historic preservation and local history sometimes combine to
produce new and surprising insigbhts into a community's past. Such
a surprise lay in wait when the Advent Historical Society was formed
in 1985, to save a rural Centre County church from demolition. Atop
a hill nestled among the "ridges" north of Bald Eagle Valley, the
Advent Church on Moose Run Road seemed like many other pretty country
churches, distinguishable only to the local residents whose families
had worshipped there and whose ancestors were buried in the adjoining
cometery. Simply ag a surviving symbol of the commmnity of farmers
and iron workers who settled the area in the 19th Century, the old
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Advent Church building seems to merit preservation; local history
landmarks should be preserved. Research that accompanied the build-
ing's restoration, however, revealed a more complex story. The white
neoclassic structure and its idyllic setting beside a quiet country
road conceal a past distinctive not only in the religious history

of Centre County, but in the national ferment accompanying the Second
Advent movement of the 1840s, known as Millerism.

Linn's History of Centre and Clinton Counties describes the
building as the Marsh Creek Messiah's Church, built in 1849 [p.265-
66]. Linn also lists six other Advent churches in the county between
1868 and 1874 [Central, or Bush Run, in Union Township (1868), p.448;
Fairview in Boggs Township (1871), p.266; Messiah in Spring Township
(1873), p.435; Dick's Run in Union Township (1873), p.448; Messiah's
in Snow Shoe (1874), p.428; and Messiah's in Pine Glen (1874), p.271].
Who were these Adventists of Centre County?

Advent Churches in Centre County Pennsylvania

OVERVIEW

Present-day Adventism traces its origins to William Miller,
a Vermont farmer, who predicted that the second coming of Christ would
occur in 1843. Two splinter groups of Miller's followers, the Seventh
Day Adventists and the Advent Christians, have survived into the 20th
Century as active denominations. The direct heirs of William Miller,
those followers who most strictly adhered to his original theories,
organized as "Evangelical Adventists" and continued active through
the 19th Century, but went out of existence in the early 20th Century.
The Marsh Creek church and its five Centre County sisters were built

by Millerites who affiliated themselves with the Evangelical Adventists.
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Little research has been spent on this defunct branch of Advent-
ism, compared with the relatively complete histories of Seventh Day
Adventism and the Advent Christian Church. Nevertheless, a connected
account of the specific activities of the Evangelical Adventists in
Centre County can be pieced together through their frequent letters
to the Advent Herald, published in Boston, and from local newspapers
and other sources. The story how William Miller's followers brought
Adventism from New England to Pennsylvania, attracted converts in
the Harrisburg area, and then carried their millenial message into
the mountain settlements of Centre County, offers an intimate study
of Millerite evangelism and provides colorful details about life in
Centre County in the 1840s and 1850s. This local history of Centre
County Adventism supports three generalizations about the Advent move-
ment as a whole, and the Evangelical Adventists in particular:

1. The Second Advent movement is often described as having
particular appeal among rural populations. This is borne out in the
geographical distribution of the churches they built in Centre County.

2. The reluctance of Adventists to organize into a centralized
denomination is amply documented in the local story.

3. Finally, the reaffiliation of various Advent congregations
with new fundamentalist denominaticns illustrates how the Evangelical
Adventists were absorbed into religious groups with current appeal.

THE MILLERITES

In 1818 William Miller came to the conclusion, through study
of the Bible, that the second coming of Christ and his ensuing 1,000
year reign on earth—-the millenium of Biblical prophecy-—would occur
in the year 1843. At first Miller was reluctant to publicize these
opinions, but in 1831 he began his public ministry by lecturing to
local congregations in New York and New England. With the publica-
tion of his lectures in 1836 in Troy, New York, Miller's reputation
as evangelist spread and he began to attract the attention of New
England clergymen.

In 1839 Joshua V. Himes, a Boston minister of the Christian
Church, was ocne of a group of ministers who met with Miller to discuss
his theories. Himes was convinced of their accuracy; he became the
moving force behind an organized campaign to bring the "Second Advent”
message to as many people as possikle before the anticipated end of
the world. The names of the newspapers he and other Adventists publish-
ed—-The Signs of the Times, The Midnight Cry, The Morning Watch, The
Trumpet of Alarm, and The Advent Herald--convey the sense of urgency
that Miller's followers felt. In the 1B40s, thanks to Himes' campaign
of newspapers, religious tracts, and books explaining the beliefs
of the Second Adventists, the number of followers of Miller's teachings
swelled to an estimated 100.00C or more. Large camp meetings and
a2 network of traveling lecturers spread the Advent message as far
south as Baltimore and as far west as Michigan.




Page 4 Fall 1989

DANIEL’S VISIONS.

NOTEBD IN THE SCRIPTURES OF TRUTHS ~FUR OUR LEARNINGT

L. ehap. vii Dag. vhap. vits,

BABYLENIAN EMPIRE, B. (. 677 Ban. 71 4. 1 FI810% OF TUE EAN AND HE-GOAT. Dap. viii
: i

Dan. chap 13

Pranie! saw the vision of the rom, he-goat, and exceeding
igreat homn, two yesrs affer ho saw tho representations of
‘the four beusts. ﬁcll'm’dinl w Lightfoot, Townsend, and
. on ther eminent chronologers, it was faﬁn the fall of Baby-
’ lik‘: ni:;:m'.k::r'r;: el : heope he wae ®in Shashan, the capital of Pem{.
wiees nv tha cex's. But!Babylon being then a subjoct of history, kad ne place in

Belshaezur's time, i1y
ol et e wings and thin prophecy-
s bonrt, becoming| © Behold, a ram which had two horna, and the swe horny

fockls and fabsl. , ~werc bigh, but the higher eamo up last.”"  The ram which
camo From the emst, with ita (wo hores, wes Medis and
Porsia; and the rough goat which darted apon him from the
west, was Grecia «—30 gaid the angel. = The Grecian vm-
pire was ut first apfied, aa e repressnted by the single hern
of the geat. 1t wae sfterwards divided into fonr parts, Yep-
resonted by the forr horas, of whick the sngel said—Four
R 'KINGIYOMS shall stand up out of the nation.” Hers we
NEB0-PERSIA, B, €. 535 DEW. T2 0 aro ranght, in the plainest manner, that & horn in this vision

i,

Thos wrt this hesd of g b

&
v. 37 Thon O king, arl « Kiag of

its,

T BABYEUN 139 Years
o

g

And after thee B arire another

KL : Kisglom inferior o ther -
: 3 The ewo urmo metting in om0 hm-!._na; m:' r;::; mean s hingdom. ;
ME D 1A :"mm;‘ﬁ:mnh;ﬂ :‘;m ram w h '-tm?yf HRECEA: AEDO-PRRIIA .

n heas, in abrangih e ferocity scwrenly \ds 10 Lhe
it poeid ntant v Anciont coriam “W;k size Lhe;
H and Persinhs na ibe groatest ol spriilers ]

rch i .

- TR 4 B . 2 et

::‘;hmﬁ'm;—f M_‘

e £ ey

i ’ After the denth of Alexander, Grecia was divided into
foor perts, toward tho four Wixns of heaven, v. 8. And
ot of one of them comse forth a Jitthe hern, which waxed
racrepisa great {v. U}, aven to the'lmtt_:f haaven (v.10).
. ) ; hi_!phnpeu_ﬁ'.lnou’! §% Tepresented by the feet and lege
GREFIL, B. O, 3L Pam 1 & gi the himga. n sldip. vii'z‘i‘ti,n,:»w_mhei by the fourthe
TLi fosaded by Alexander, 10wns like ast having ten homs, t in the eighth chapter it 1s
the lrl;]:::. ;:'t‘i’w:, cn{ﬂ_\' :nanrmél. The lion symlml:ud“%y # EXCERDING great E"""
thiadd 2 wings, but the Jeopard had 4,—Cirocia he-

o v

"GRECIA,

ENLARGED YIEW OF THE

b Jueredible swiltoess, !
muking wp in speed
b what 3t backed in:
size. Alexnnder cnn-

1. It vises “In the latter part of
their kingdom, '—that ix, of the
four hingdoms. So did Kome as
% fur a8 iva place in the prophecy ie

3 and another thisd Sinzdem § R I wn Babylon.:
i?' . ol s, which shall berr S8 ing o mpld n i cnnq";‘:::#::; guat wis the ' Fors AORKE
n T rude ever alf (e edeth. Luown emblem of "That this exceeding great horn
o Cipneor,  §t rame as re pis Rome, is evident from
= ainst the ram with tha following and many other
00 '3 TeAsOns.
.
‘3

| ueréd Purnin with o concern 114 gomneciion with
H very smnli ”_:_“y' the Jews commenced 138 vears
! {5 befare Christ. )
l&‘j - Q,\g;h 2, Tt wess “of fierro eountes
oot ) T el weag Rome. Proe Deut. xxviii. 48, b0,
Exwn b ?FI}K.‘I L“P“E' 8B Pesn. LT 3 3. It wos Jiltlo ' at first.  S¢ was Howe.
,\;o. . ,,_‘;m;:i':‘;‘:%""‘;'; ""{f,,‘"_}“‘ ;Tf,:"f,’:;,ﬁf;f,‘f?f,‘;g?:;f s 4, Jt wazed “cxceeding great,”’ towarde the east
LA - R e B i e e amd towards the south,” S0 did Kome.
100 * s From.this hormn incrensing towards the stk
e THE THN RURNE and east, part larly Bir Isanc Nowton nagarionaky
: § £ b gt tl‘::'m ", infers, that it aross in the sorthwest corner of the
a0 S0 Favigae tiont's dgminion, ©. e, in Haly,—which points di-
” ¢ o T Fede rectly tafhe Rongna.”
54 3 0 47 Vanlas e
2 § o s 5. Tu east down some of the lost and of the
T HE F stars b the il So did Momes—porseeuting
= Vo2 el Christians, Avostles, and ministers of Jesur, 38
. ‘i’ no other pawer ever did. 3
qon. " 6. + He magnified himself even to the Prines
= af the host.”" Sa did Rame, when the Pope be-
& rame the * hond of all the churches,””  Bur the
& ; wmargin reads wore paperly, * He nsgaified bim-
welf anarser the PRINCE of the host,” and in

Uy interpretation Ve nngel snys, < He clnll atand

up agrinet the PRINCE of prinece.”  Thus did
A Kome, when both Herod aud Pontius Pilate ron.
i pired agnivet the holy Jesus.

PAPACY, " § 7. e shall dawtroy wonderfully, and shail dr.
T s b s e oy  strov the miglny and boly people”  Thus did
3 tome.

®. 4 He shall be hroken without hand." 8¢ w¥
Rome, (Reo eh. i) Broken by the stone eut
g ul withowt kends.” :

0. Rome was the enly powoer which conld b
referred W, fgr it was the enly ' rxerepiss
agear” power which surcendod the four king

ALY S dveie, and fulfilled af paste of the descrip-
Coorgpope s Hame” T Den. §

5. e ¥uninbe 1 AR, st

§ o Botrgpetine wouss dpyeu St
T i Musste, 3.

R . g - i f e bl man tilt "N‘;
srdn i Ton S TR | o,

o L M . 5 S
Ak i the doy s of these Kings shal! the Ged of hooven st up a Kingdom which ﬁlﬂ“ never be destroved &

. i b e ; i \ i
anil i L]I‘l_lw&!ni ball ot e Ledt to stber praple, bl shalt Brvalk in pieccs and eonsime all these king-
o, aeed 3 Bl stwisd e cver FRL PR L N



Bage S e Fall 1989

Josiah Litch was a Methodist Episcopal minister from New England
who, like Himes, embraced the Advent cause after reading William Miller's
lectures. In 1841 he brought the Advent message to Pennsylvania and
set up headquarters in Philadelphia to lecture and distribute publica-
tions. Litch was one of a number of ministers who, with Himes, provided
leadership for the Second Advent movement from its beginnings in the
1840s and later continued as leaders of the several factions into
which it split. Litch himself remained with the Evangelical Adventists.
Soon after his arrival in Philadelphia, Litch wrote back to Himes
in Boston that he needed more books. "I do not know when I shall
be home, €0 you must see to my family. There is great work before
me here and I cannot leave it for the present."l By 1844 Litch report-
ed in a letter published in the Advent Herald that "there is a field
from Lancaster to Chambersburgh, Pennsylvania, on the line of the
western railroad, which promises a precious harvest if occupied."2
Activities of "lecturers" reported in the Advent Herald, and in arti-
cles in local newspapers through the period 1843-44, attest to the
lively interest in Adventism in the Harrisburg area—-not surprising,
given the tradition of millenialism among many of the German sects
of the area.3

THE GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT

As 1843 came and went, two dates in 1844 bhecame targeted as
likeliest times for the expected event. The Whig vaper Clay Bugle
published in 1844 in Harrisburg an article on the failure of the second
date of October 22 to produce the expected events under the headiine,
"Millerism in Dauphin.”

The end-of-the-world mania, which has been raging to

so great an extent in the east, has, we regret to state,
extended to this neighborhood. During a recent visit

to this place of Father Miller and several of his co-
adjutors, a number of our worthy, though simple minded
individuals, were induced to give credence to the de-
lusive doctrines which were held forth, and have been
for sometime impressed with a notion that-—-the end of
the world is coming--—coming and nothing can induce them
to believe otherwise. Tuesday and Wednesday last week
were to be the final days--and in order to be prepared,
we are informed by a reliable source, that quite a number
of the faithful at Middletown, settled up their worldly
affairs and on Monday afterncon proceeded to what is
called "Hill Tsland" in the Susguehanna river which
rises several hundred feet above the level of the stream,
there to engage in prayer &c., and to await the coming
of the Messiah. Whether they are still waiting in an-
ticipation of the interesting event, or have concluded

that it is to be "further postponed on account of weather,"
we have not heard.4

(OPPOSITE) DANIEL'S VISIONS, WOOD ENGRAVING FROM MILLERITE NEWSPAFER, C. 1844,
COURTESY AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS.
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When both dates passed without event, the press quickly joined
the established churches in dismissing the Adventists as misguided
fanatics. The newspapers dropped their occasional mention of the
so-called Millerites because they were no longer newsworthy. Even
those ministers and congregations who had previously been sympathetic
to hearing Advent "lecturers" in their churches, and had supported
the revivals associated with the cause, increasingly disassociated
themselves from Miller's followers and closed their churches to Se-
cond Advent preachers.

Letters from Joshua Himes to William Miller provide insights
into how the Adventists themselves reacted to what has been called
"the great disappointment." Writing to William Miller in 1845, Joshua
Himes expressed his loyalty to Miller's theories and his opposition
to a number of competing theories and explanations that were splintering
the Second Advent cause.

Tt is not right for us to set down and brood over our
disappointment, and give way to a morbid feeling, that
will arise out of such a state of things. No--No.

God has set Watchmen upon his walls that shall never
hold their peace until Jerusalem is made a praise in
the Earth. Is. 42,6,17. This has not yet been done,
and we have No righi therefore to hold our peace yet.
The no work system—-The door of mercy shut etc. against
sinners is producing the most disastrous effects both
to believers and to the uncommitted. It also makes
havoc with our publications... Your old view is the
true view. I like the "old wine" best.5

Confusion about how to react to the disappointment—-and the diversity
of opinions put forward--prompted Himes, Miller, and other Advent
leaders to call a meeting to establish unity among their respective
followings.

At the Mutual Conference of Adventists held in Albany, New
York on April 29, 1845 Miller's followers admitted that a mistake
had been made in the time, but reaffirmed their belief in an imminent
Second Advent. They remained reluctant to establish a formal church
organization, but grudgingly adopted a congregational structure that
recognized any group of worthy believers who used the Bible as their
rule. The Conference organizers also sought to separate themselves
from more radical theories and practices, resolving that

the act of promiscuous feet washing and the salutation
kiss, as practised by some professing Adventists as
religious ceremonies, sitting on the floor as an act
of voluntary humility, shaving the head to humble one's
self, and acting like children in understanding. are
not only unscriptural, but subversive, if persevered
in, of purity and morality.6

Following reports from various "lecturers", including a "cheering
account of the cause in the interior of Pennsylvania," by Brother
Gates, the Conference addressed the question, "What now is cur work?"
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Rather than the large camp meetings which had characterized
their evangelism during the excitement leading up to 1844, they real-
ized that "what we do now must be done more by dint of perseverance
and determined effort, than by moving the masses of community.” The
methods they outlined in their resolutions included "visiting the
towns and villages, and in some convenient place giving courses of
lectures, and holding series of conferences. By this we think our
means could be better husbanded, and fewer laborers could carry on
the meetings, and thus a wider field be occupied."7 Their methodology
also called for wider circulation of their boocks and periodicals,
and for the establishment of Sabbath Schools for children.

ADVENTISM IN CENTRE COUNTY

Jacob D. Boyer of Shiremanstown, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania,
was one of the lecturers who answered the call to carry on the work
of preaching the Second Advent message. Although the details of his
life remain obscure, we can glean from his letters to the Advent Herald
that he had been active in Adventist activities in the 1843-44 period.
One of his first letters to the newspaper, written from Landisville,
Pa., on August 27, 1845, describes prejudice against the Advent message
that he encountered and gives the example of Brother Tucker, who "formerly
belonged to the Winebrennarians, but was expelled last spring, because
he had identified himself with the Adventists."8 As early as 1844
or 1845, Boyer accompanied I.R. Gates9 on a tour of Centre County.
A letter from Josiah Litch in December, 1845 reports that "Bro. Boyer
has gone out among the mountains of Pennsylvania to seek out the wandering
sheep, and feed them with the bread of life." The next year Boyer
reports 10 or 12 conversions during a tour through the counties of
Lancaster, Dauphin, Cumberland, Perry and Centre.l0

Despite these early efforts, only S or 6 converts to Adventism
remained in the region when Jacob Boyer returned to Centre County
with John E. Barnes in the fall of 1846. The two men stayed at the
home of Thomas Esworthy, a sympathetic Adventist, through the following
spring but met with little success because prejudice against their
views was high in the community. Barnes left the area, but Boyer
continued his preaching and eventually succeeded in attracting converts.
A summary of their activities, written in a letter from Thomas Esworthy
to the Advent Herald in 1848, is supported by letters from Boyer and
others describing the work in Centre County.

In a letter from Shiremanstown, Pa., dated August 26, 1846,
Reverend Lemuel Osler, another prominent Adventist and former Methodist
Episcopal minister from New Fngland, wrote that

Brother Adams and myself have just returned from our
visit to Centre County, and we can assure you that it
afforded us great satisfaction to meet with the few
scattered ones who are holding fast their profession

of faith without wavering. There are about 6 who remain
as the fruits of Bro. Gates' and Bro. Boyer's lakors.
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They are men of piety and influence, and that influence
is excited for God's cause... The public mind in that
region had been shamefully abused on the Advent gquestion,
by the pulpit and the press, but when they heard the
subject fairly presented, they were both astonished

and delighted... one brother walked 55 miles to enjoy
the privilege of meeting with us.1l

The next letter from Boyer, written from Philipsburg and dated
Decenber 21, 1846, describes his trip to Clearfield County after "attend-
ing the protracted meeting in Centre County." His detailed description
of activities there provides an interesting picture of how he and
other Advent "lecturers" operated. Leaving Centre County on December
8th, he arrived in Clearfield on the 15th.

It being too late to circulate the notice that evening
for a meeting, and being a stranger in the place, T
went to a temperance hotel, and soon entered into con-
versation with the gentleman of the house and others.
I was then Introduced to a brother who had heard Bro.
Hale in 1843, but since that time he had heard little
or nothing on the subject and was anxious to hear more.
He called on me the next morning, and invited me to
his house vhere I was kindly entertained. He also as-
sisted me in procuring the Court house, a large and
commodious building, in which I spoke twice to large
and attentive congregations. Five of the clergy were
present... One man said he would wish no better fun
than to shoot me... I distributed a number of tracts
and books amongst the people, who appeared as anxious
to read on the subject as I ever saw them in 1843 or

'44, 12

Boyer continues by describing similar efforts at Clearfield Bridge

and "Mr. Goss's settlement," where he conbined public preaching with
house-to~-house visits to pray and sing and distribute tracts. Fortitude
was required of both preachers and listeners. Boyer describes preaching
at Mr. Coss's settlement despite the stormy December weather when

"the roads filled in many places with show, so that they had to pass
through the fields with their sleighs, yet the house was well filled

and they listened to a discourse of 2 hours in length." He goes on

to say after reporting on this trip, "It may well be said of these

upper counties, the harvest is great, and the lahorers are few."13

He returned to Centre County to held a "watch meeting there New Year's
eve."

We met on the last night of the old year, had preaching
at six and nine o'clock, after which we partook of the
Lord's Supper. Thus we commenced the new year, by show-
ing forth His Death until he comes.14

In the new year Boyer reported preaching at Bloominc Grove, Lycoming
County; Spring Creek, Centre County; the Methodist Episcopal Church

at Centre Furnace; and at a school house in Pine Grove.
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A letter from John E. Barnes, Boyer's companion in Centre County,
sheds some further light on the activities of these early Advent preach-
ers. He describes his experiences with both the "colored church"
and the Roman Catholics of Bellefonte.

Some few weeks since, being invited by the pastor of
the colored church in Bellefonte to preach during a
protracted meeting, I did so one night, the only time
in which T had leisure. Sinners, like Saul of old,
fell to the ground. Out of nine or ten who were con-
cerned, two or three received pardon, and rejoiced in
the Lord. There is yet mercy. On the 10th of this
month, the Roman Catholics locked the school-house where
I had an appointment to preach. The inhabitants were
very much enraged. It was opened the next evening,
when I spoke freely on the rise and progress of the
Papacy. The interest was very great. Though we were
at first called false prophets, now the feeling is dif-
ferent.15

There are other reports of Adventists preaching in black churches,

not surprising considering the anti-slavery and abolitionist sympathies
of many Adventists. They were less kindly disposed toward Catholicism.
Indeed, they viewed Papal Rome as the last empire to be destroyed,

in the vision of Daniel as they interpreted it (opposite), before

the establishment of the kingdom of God.

By the summer of 1847 Boyer's efforts had succeeded in attracting
enough of a following to hold a camp meeting in Centre County. The

announcement of the meeting appeared in The Advent Herald on August
21 of that year.

There will be a Camp-meeting in Centre County, Pennsyl-
vania on the land of Col. Gregg, five miles above Miles-
burg one mile to the right of the Phillipsburg Pike,

to commence August 27th and continue over the Sabbath.
Brn. Osler, Adams, Peck, and Boyer will be in attendance.
Bro. Litch is also expected to he present. We invite
all the scattered ones in the adjoining counties to

come up to the feasts;--let there be a general gathering
of the faithful. J.D. Boyer 16

Lemuel Osler, one of the preachers who came to that meeting, reported
on it in a letter that appeared in the Herald.

We commenced cur meeting on the 27th. Bro. Boyer and
myself were the only ministers present then. We had
a respectable attendance during the day. On Saturday,
the congregations were much larger. Bro. Adams, from
Shiremanstown, arrived this day; and on the Sabbath

we were favored with a very large audience of intelligent
and interested hearers. Bro. Edmonson, a minister of

the United Brethren Society, was present. By hearing
and reading on the subject, he has become fully persuaded
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of the truth of our position... He will doubtless be

of service to the cause in the region... On Tuesday,
Bro. Boyer and myself went to Milesburg, which is about
2 miles from Bellefonte, the county-seat of Centre,

and seven miles from our camp, where I preached in the
large Methodist meeting-house, to a good congregation.
While there, we were kindly entertained by Col. Greigh
[Gregg], a gentleman of influence and wealth.l7

Andrew Gregg was at this time an owner of the Milesburg Iron Works
and a prominent member of the community. The fact that he provided
the land for the first camp meeting and met with Advent preachers
suggests that he supported their efforts, but it is not clear how
involved he became.

The camp meeting was apparently a turning point for the Advent
cause in Centre County. Writing from Pleasant Gap on October 29,
1847, Boyer comments that "this neighborhood appears to be all on
fire... the interest to hear was as great as it was at any time in
1843."18 He goes on to describe preaching at the Methodist FEpiscopal
church in Stormstown to a congregation of 400-500, and at the Wallace
Run meeting house belonging to the United Brethren. He also describes
a visit to Snow Shoe.

The next place I visited was Snow-shoe settlement, which
is some 16 miles from Bellefonte. There is no denomina-
tion here but the Baptist, of which there is a small
congregation. They received the word gladly, and having
no preacher to visit them regularly, they requested

me to visit them as often as convenient.l19

PREACHER'S STAND AND PULPIT, MARSH CREEK ADVENT CHURCH,
AFTER RESTORATION TO THEIR ORIGINAL (1849) APPEARANCE.
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INTERIOR OF MARSH CREEK ADVENT CHURCH, VIEW FROM PEWS
REPRODUCED AT VO-TECH, BASED ON BUSH HOLLOW ORIGINALS.

Thomas Esworthy, writing in early 1848, also attributes the
increased interest in Adventism in the county to this meeting, and
reported that "since the camp-meeting upwards of fifty have gotten
religion." He also explains how they have organized themselves.

We have now formed a church at the Union [Meeting house]
according to gospel order. It numbers at present upwards
of thirty members, and there are every week some joining
themselves to us. We do not believe in leaving everything
at loose ends and having our labor lost among the different
sects. Not that we glory in building up a church of

our own. For we trust in God that our motives are pure
and we do it all for his glory. But we have been forced
into these measures by the different sects, and more
especially the Methodists. First, they objected to

us on account of our being without rules or organization;
next for being Unitarian; and again for making no effort
to save souls. In this dilemma, what were we to do?

We saw no other way, than to form ourselves into a church.
At the head of our church-book we have pasted the declar-
ation of principles of the Mutual Conference of Adventists
at Albany, to which we all subscribe. We have also

an article on the God-head written out and attached

to it, so that all may see what we do believe.Z0

Events in Centre County and the pressures that produced a need

to organize locally into churches, reported in Esworthy's letter,
parallel the development of Adventism in other areas. While Boyer
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and others sought converts in the rural fields of Pennsylvania, New
York, and New England, Himes continued to keep the Herald office afloat
and to coordinate the work of the traveling preachers through the
vehicle of the newspaper. Worldwide upheavals in 1848 contributed

to the success of his efforts. Cholera epidemics, a volcanic eruption
in Java, the revolutions of 1848, and the "strife and convulsions
among the nations of the old world," were duly reported in the pages
of The Advent Herald and served to reassure Adventists that their

hope was not in vain.2l Himes reported to Miller in September of
1848, "...our meetings of late have been good. The tent meetings

were never better than this year."22

Advent activities in Centre County continued to flourish.
Boyer reported holding meetings at the "Union meeting-house which
is in Bald-eagle village, about seven miles west of Bellefont, Wallace
Run meeting-house, Half-moon village," Milesburg, and Johnson's Run.
"I next went to the mouth of Mash [sic] Creek, three miles north of
Howard village, and preached in the schoolhouse... We also formed
a society here, numbering thirteen."29

The following summer, another camp meeting was held in Centre
County. An announcement appeared in the Democratic Whig of August
2nd and 16th, 1848 under the heading, "Advent Camp-meeting."

There will be an Advent Camp-meeting in Centre County
to commence on Thursday, the 17th of August and continue
over the Sabbath. It will be held on land owned by

Mr. Alexander, five miles from the Phillipshurg turnpike.
It is hoped that all the brethren of the region will
come and bring tents. Elder J. Lieth [Litch] of Phila-
delphia, and others, will be present to assist in the
meeting. Board can be had near the ground at Mr. Alex-
ander's. By order of the committee.

J.D. Boyer T.A. Esworthy Joseph Eckley
Geo. Watson William Resides John Rayton 24

Letters from both Litch and Boyer were published in The Advent Herald.
Boyer's account, written from Milesburg, describes his efforts with
the help of Brothers Litch and Laning.

Qur camp-meeting was instrumental in awakening an interest
in a large part of the community, and in the conversion
of from twenty-five to thirty souls. After its close,
we held a grove meeting in company with Bro. Litch,

at Mechanicsburg [Mount Eagle], a village about 5 miles
distant from this place... Our next meeting was held
at a place called Snowshoe [sic]. This also was a new
field of labor, but a deep interest was sooh manifested.
After our return, we held a grove meeting in Milesburg,
which continued three days... We next commenced a series
of meetings at Adams' Furnace [Julian], a distance of
nine miles from this place...25

His letter ends with a detailed description of the events that led
to the building of the church at Marsh Creek. The problem of finding
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MARSH CREEK ADVENT CHURCH IN 41883, FOLLOWING RESTORATION. VIEW FROM
CEMETERY SHOWING SOUTH SIDE AND REAR. MOOSE RUN ROAD ABOVE MILESBURG

suitable churches and halls to preach in is reported at this time
by most Advent historians, and is the main reason why Adventists began
forming congregations and building churches during this period.

On the last day of our cemp-meeting, an effort was
made towards the bullding of a place of worship at Mash
Creek, the brethren not having a suitable place to worship
in. About three hundred dollars were subscribed on
the ground, and the building will shortly be commenced .

Previous to this, I received a note from a gentleman
in Milesburg, who, with several others, wished me to
reguest Bro. Litch to preach in that place in the evening
next week and that a house of worship would he provided.
The brethren of the Baptist church were consulted, and
as the majority consented, it was understood we should
occupy their building. On the evening of the meeting
we found that due to the influence of a few members,
the doors were closed against us. A large congregation
had assembled in front of the meeting-house, who repaired
to a suitable spot at some distance, where Bro. Litch
addressed them, standing in the open air. The commnity

were digpleased with this act and asked me tO make an



Page 16 Fall 1989

effort by way of subscription for the erection of a
place of worship. I did and now have between two and
three hundred dollars for that purpose.Z6

Boyer's next letter, written in the spring, describes how they
now have a church numbering 35 or 40 in Milesburg even though there
had been no believers there 15 months before. "We are progressing
slowly towards the erection of a church at Mash Creek,” he reports,
vand expect to have it ready to worship in by the middle of the sum-
mer."27 That summer another camp meeting was held, with announcements
appearing in both the Centre Democrat and the Democratic Whig.

CAMP MEETING. An Advent Camp Meeting will be held commencing
August 23rd on the old ground owned by Messrs. Alexanders
five miles from Milesbhurg, one mile north of Philipsburg
Pike. The community are invited to attend that they

may hear and investigate for themselves. Rev. J. Litch

of pPhiladelphia and 0. Osler of Salem, Massachusetts,

will be in attendance. J.D. Boyer. In behalf of the
committee .28

A description of this camp meeting in a letter to The Advent Herald
From J.W. Bonham, another Adventist evangelist, provides a clear picture
of Advent camp mectings of this period.

"The encampment covered an area of about 120 feet
by 100, which was very comfortably fitted up with preach-
ers' stand and tent, and secats for the accommodation
of one thousand persons, with twenty commodious tents.
At the time of my arrival, the brethren were holding
a 'love feast;' they appeared to be filled with the
1ove of the Saviour, and as happy as they could possibly
be in this mortal state... on the arrival of the hour
for the afternoon service, the horn was blown to call
the friends together, whom I addressed for about an
hour. Bro. Litch preached in the evening, after which
penitents were invited to come forward to the anxious
seats. At the prayer meeting the brethren and sisters
assembled within the altar, which was capable of holding
about two hundred, andé in the centre of which were two
benches, one for male, and the other for female penitents...
At night, the camp-ground presentecd a Vvery interesting
and imposing appearance. On two sides of the encampment
were lofty mountains, covered with trees of majestic
height; on the ground were four platforms, elevated
several feet, covered with earth, upon which were burnt
pitch-pine, the flames of which illuminated the ground,
and with the moon, which shone between the trees, removed
the gloom of night, and made all around look cheerful...
On Tuesday morning Bro. J. Adams of Shiremanstown arrived.
After the prayer-meeting, a goodly number went to the
Bald Eagle Brook, where Bro. Boyer immeresed six happy
believers... Bro. Peck, a German Baptist preacher, attended
the meeting, and took part in its services.29
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In the same letter, Bonham gives an equally detailed account of the
dedication of the Marsh Creek chapel.

On Lord's-day, Sept. 2d, the new Advent chapel at Mash
Creek was dedicated. When completed, it will be a neat
building, 32 feet by 42. Tt stands on an eminence,

and is surrounded by nature's enchanting scenery. It
is built on a portion of an acre of ground, presented
to the society by Gen. Irvin and Col. Gregy. The first
and third sermons were preached by Bro. Litch, and the
second by the writer. The attendance was good, several
having come from a distance. During the day, Bro. Joseph
Adams was publicly set apart for the work of the gospel
ministry by the imposition of hands and prayer. --The
society at Mash Creek number eighty-two members, and
give signs of prosperity.30

FRONT VIEWS OF MARSH CREEK
(BELOW) AND CENTRAL (RIGHT)
ADVENT CHURCHES. THIS VIEW
SHOWS GREEK REVIVAL FACADE
WITH TWC DOCRS CHOSEN WHEN
BOTH BUILDINGS WEPE BUILT.
CENTRAL WAS SECOND CHURCH
TO BE ERECTED {1e868). 1ITS
LOCATION, IN BUSH HOLLOW,
WAS ON SITE WHERE ADVENT
CAMP MEETINGS WERE STAGED.
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By 1849 Boyer was serving nearly 300 members of Advent congrega-
tions throughout the district in which he traveled. The chapel at
Marsh Creek appears to be the first built in central Pennsylvania,
although Litch reported plans for building a second chapel in Elk
County and another in Milesburg. Joseph Adams, also of Shiremanstown,
was assisting Boyer, who could report that "the cause is onward in
Centre, Clearfield, and Elk counties."31

Camp meetings held in the summers of 1850 and 1851 reported
good attendance. In May 1851, a conference of Adventists was held
in Centre County at the Marsh Creek Chapel. At this meeting Joseph
Adams, who had moved with his family from Shiremanstown to Centre
County to assist Boyer, was called before the officers of the Advent
Churches in Centre County to answer to five grave charges brought
against him. He did not appear, and was found guilty by a council
of thirteen officers, and was expelled from their communion.3?

This incident shows the degree and type of organization that
was evolving. Reluctant to create a centralized denomination, Advent-
ists were becoming increasingly organized as local and state “"confer-
ences" that could act in just such matters as the dispute between
Boyer and Adams. A notice in The Advent Herald, supporting Boyer,
utilized the rostrum of the national paper, but spoke in the voice
of the local churches served by one preacher: "...resolved, that we,
as the representatives of the Advent churches in Centre, assure our
brethren and friends abroad, that we have unabated confidence in Bro.
Boyer's Christian character, and esteem him very highly in love for
his works' sake.” The notice was signed, "In behalf of the churches,
John Ross, R. McMullen, Wm. H. Swan, J.T. Swiers, Jos. Eckley, Green
Watson, Wm. Resides, Perry Akins, T.A. Esworthy, Sec'y, Pleasant Gap.,
June 20th 1851."33

Lemuel Osler ended his description of the 1851 conference at
Marsh Creek by reporting that "this church occupies a neat chapel
of their own, situated among the ridges of the Alleganies. They are
at peace among themselves, and are loving each other with pure hearts
fervently."34

Jacob Boyer remained active in Centre County until at least
1861. The year before, he was listed among the ministers present
at an 1860 Messianian Conference in Pennsylvania. After 1861 Boyer's
name no longer appears in The Advent Herald and the work in Centre
County is taken up by a number of other ministers.

LATER YFARS OF EVANGELICAL ADVENTISM IN CENTRE COUNTYY

During the decade that followed the building of the church at
Marsh Creek, the Advent movement became increasingly organized--first
establishing individual churches, then local and state conferences, and
finally a number of general associations, each ascribing to various
Advent positions and with publications of their own.35 Himes, Litch,
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and other original leaders of the Second Advent movement formed the
first of the general Adventist associations--the American Second Advent
Mission Society--in 1854. A convention of these same Adventists, held
in Worcester, Massachusetts in 1858, reorganized as the American Evan-
gelical Advent Conference. They established the American Millenial
Association for the purpose of carrying out the publishing ministry of
the conference. From 1860 they began using "Messianic Conference" and
"Messiah's Church" when referring to themselves, eventually renaming
their publication Messiah's Herald in 1875.

The Evangelical Adventists throughout the country were active
supporters of the reform movements of abolition and temperance, and
reportedly worked among southern Freedmen both during and after the
Civil War.36 Following the Civil War, a new era of revivalism in the
1870s brought renewed interest in their message. Evangelical Adventists
cooperated with the new generation of evangelical denominations, find-
ing their views about the Second Advent and the infallibility of the
Bible widely shared.

Adventism in Centre County followed a similar course. Limn's
History of Centre and Clinton Counties includes detailed information
about the formation of the Centre County Advent churches and the min-
isters who served them. Many of those mentioned by Lynn were travel-
ing Adventist preachers whose names appear in The Advent Herald in
connection with meetings throughout the northeast. Following Boyer,

a number of preachers served the Advent congregations of Centre County.
M.L. Jackson, born in Abington, Massachusetts in 1828, first came to
Centre County as an evangelist in 1856, and probably replaced Boyer as
the main circuit preacher in the early 1860s. According to Linn, he
left Centre County in 1867 and moved near Harrisburg. He later re-
turned to Centre County in 1877 to become the pastor at Snow Shoe. He
died May 13, 1903 at Snow Shoe and is buried at Kylertown. From 1868

to 1871, Thamas Holland and Henry P. Cutter are mentioned as the pastors
of the various Advent churches in Centre County.

According to Linn, Jackson trained John Zeigler, a native of Cum-
berland County, while he was in the Harrisburg area. John Zeigler be-
came the last Adventist preacher in Centre County. Born in North Middle-
ton Township in Cumberland County on February 11, 1848, Zeigler was the
oldest son of Jonathan and Elizabeth Zeigler, listed as farmers in the
1850 census. In 1862 John Zeigler married Susan Kutz, also from North
Middleton. After studying under M.L. Jackson in Cumberland County,
Zeigler entered the ministry and took over as pastor of the Messiah
Churches of Bald Eagle. The detail of Linn's account of Advent churches
in Centre County suggests that he probably asked Zeigler, who was the
active pastor at the time the history was published, to write the de-
scriptions of the various churches. Zeigler's leadership occurred dur-
ing a period of active building and expansion for Adventism in the county.
In 1872 the Marsh Creek church was remodeled and rededicated. Between
1873 and 1874, churches were built at Dick's Run, Snow Shoe, Spring Town-
ship and Pine Glen. From 1876 on, Linn reports that Zeigler was closely
and publicly identified with the temperance cause. After the death of
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his first wife, Zeigler married TLaura Way of Centre County in 190%.
Zeigler's journals from 1903 to 1915, in the collection of the Centre
County Historical Society, help fill in the later periocd of Evangelical
Adventism that postdates Linn's publication.

Zeigler records his preaching activities at Marsh Creek, the
United Brethren Church at Runville, and a Free Methodist Grove Meeting.
His journal also lists his attendance at State Conferences of Messiah
Church held in Snow Shoe and Zion, as well as at a Prohibition Conven-
tion at Philipsburg. As late as 1914, he records receiving checks from
the American Millenial Association "for the performance of faithful duty."
He died in 1916, and was buried in the Marsh Creek cemetery. With his
death, the Advent awakening in Centre County, begun by Jacob Boyer in
1846, came to a close. Many of the congregations continued in existence,
using the services of visiting ministers of various denominations for a
time. When they reaffiliated, they chose newer fundamentalist denomina-
tions. TIn 1940 the Central Messiah Church reorganized as a Pilgrim
Holiness Church, and about the same time the Marsh Creek Church affil-
iated with God's Missionary Church.

MARSH CREEK CHURCH BEFORE RESTORATION. VESTIBULE AND BELL
TOWER WERE ADDED IN ITS GOD'S MISSIONARY OAYS AFTER 1940.

CONCLUSION

As a case study, the Evangelical Adventists of Centre County shed
new light on this least known of the Advent groups which emerged from
the Millerite excitement of the 1840s. The experiences of Centre County
Adventists support the general characteristics of Adventism described
in more general histories of the movement. The rural appeal of the Ad-
vent message, often noted as a characteristic of the Millerite movement,
is borne out in the location of six of the seven Advent churches in the
county (the exception being the Spring Township church) within the ricge
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areas north of Bald Eagle Creek and on the Allegheny Mountain beyond .
The organizational structure of the Centre County churches followed the
non-denominational preference of the early Adventists and documents
their choice of loosely affiliated conferences over a centralized denom-
ination. The later history of Centre County Evangelical Adventists
likewise traces a pattern common to Adventists elsewhere: a period of
growth in the 1870s followed by decline and eventual assimilation into
the newer fundamentalist denominations of the 20th Century.

David T. Arthur, curator of the Jenks Memorial Collection at
Aurora College in Illinois, suggests that the downfall of the Evangel-
ical Adventists came about because of their steadfast adherence to the
Advent message of the 1840s, and their inability to develop a theology
for the present. "Progressive America," he says, "seemed but little
interested in a denomination whose sole emphasis was on the evil of
the present world and the glory of the next."37 A small white church
on quiet Moose Run Road, the Marsh Creek chapel remains an unlikely
but eloquent testimonial to a segment of American religious history,
and a fascinating chapter in the rich religious heritage of Centre
County.

ADVENT CHURCHES IN CENTRE COUNTY

MARSH CREEX ADOVENT CHURCH

Location: Moose Rur Road, Boggs Township
Organized: 1848 by .Jacaob 0. Boyer

Church built: 1849

Later History: Remodeled in 1872. Reaffiliated with God's Missionary
Chutch inm the 1940s. Saved from demolition in 188%

and acquired by the Advent Historical Society, which was fFounded to

act =5 its custodian. Restoration completad im 1889.

CENTRAL. AOVENT CHURCH

| poation: Bush Hollow, Union Township
Organized: 1861 by Lemuel Osler and Jaccb Boyer in school house.

Church built: 1868
Later History: Reorganized in 1340 as Pilgrim Holimess Church. Burned
by vandals in 1983.

DICK'S AUN MESSIAH'S CHURCH

Location: Dick's Rur, Unian Township
Crganized: 1867 by Rev. Thomas Holland inm Dieck's Run Schoolhouse

Church built: 1873, on a lot adjoining the school
Later History: Privately owned
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RESTORATION OF THE MARSH CREEK ADVENT CHURCH

THE RESTORATION OF THE MARSH CREEK ADVENT CHURCH TO ITS ORIGINAL 1849
APPEARANCE , BASED ON ARCHITECTURAL AND PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE, HAS BEEN
COMPLETED BY THE ADVENT HISTORICAL SOCIETY. A SET OF MEASURED DRAWINGS,
PREFARED BY STRUCTURAL ENGINEER ROBERT DEFUY DAVIS OF BELLEFONTE HELPED
GUIDE THE RESTORATION PROJECT. THE UNADORNED VERNACULAR GREEK REVIVAL
BUILDING IS CONSTRUCTED OF CHESTNUT LOGS AND SHEATHED WITH CLAFPBOARDS.
THE ROOF WAS RESHINGLED WITH CEDAR, AS IT WAS IN THE 19TH CENTURY, "ANO
RETAINS INTERESTING HALF-ROUND DETATILING UNDER THE EAVES. THE ORIGINAL
PANELED DOORS--ONE SINGLE AND ONE DOUBLE--WERE RESCUED FROM THE CRAWL
SPACE, RESTORED AND HUNG. THE DOORS WERE USED AS FPATTERNS FOR THE WOOD
SHUTTERS FOR THE WINDOWS, WHICH WERE REFRODUCED BY STUDENTS AT CENTRE
COUNTY VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL. THE 8 9_0QVER-9 WINDOWS (3 ON EACH
SIDE AND 2 IN THE REAR) WERE RESTORED AND REGLAZED WITH OLD PANES WHEN-
EVER POSSIBLE. A BELL-TOWER, PORCH ANO PULPIT ALCOVE, ADDED IN THE LATE
19405, WERE FREMOVED DURING THE FAESTORATION AND THE ORIGINAL SOUNDING
BOARD THAT MATCHES THE WAINSCOATING WAS REBUILT FOLLOWING 19305 PHOTOS.

INSIDE, THE RESTORATION INVOLVED REMOVING LAYERS OF WALLPAPER AND PAINT,
LINOLEUM, AND A PRESSBOARD CEILING, 7O REVEAL THE ORIGINAL SURFACES,
WITH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FROM DENISON GROENENDAAL, WHO DID THE PAINT
ANALYSIS AND COLOR SPECIFICATION, THE RESTORATION TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS WAS
ABLE TO MATCH THE WHITE-WASHED PLASTER WALLS, WHITE-PAINTED PLANK CEIL-
ING, AND BRIGHT-BLUE WAINSCOTING THAT WERE ORIGINAL TO THE CHURCH. AS
LATER PAINT LAYERS WERE STRIPPED FROM THE WAINSCOTING, THE DUTLINE SHAD-
OW AND PLACEMENT OF THE ORIGINAL PEWS COULD BE SEEN IN THE BLUE PAINT
LAYER. FROM THIS EVIDENCE AND A SURVIVING PEW FROM THE CENTRAL CHLRCH
AT BUSH HOLLOW, REPRODUCTION PEWS WERE MADE BY THE CENTRE COUNTY VO-TECH
STUDENTS. THE ORIGINAL PLANK FLOOR WAS CLEANED AND SEALED TO MAINTAIN
ITS ORIGINAL APPEARANCE .

DURING RESTORATION, INTERESTING IRON OBJECTS WERE FOUND IN AN ADJOINING

ASHPIT: A PLATE FROM ONE OF THE ORIGINAL STOVES THAT HEATED THE CHURCH ,

AS WELL AS A FRAGMENT FROM A LATER POTBELLY STOVE; PARTS OF A CHANDELTIER
OF IRON; AND IFAON BRACKETS POSSIBLY USED ON PEWS TO HOLO PEG LAMPS.

PLANS FOR THE RESTORED CHURCH BUILDING INCLUDE ITS USE AS A CHAPEL FOR
THE CEMETERY, AND AS A SITE FOR WEDDINGS AND OTHER APPROPRIATE EVENTS,
IN ADDITION TO ITS BEING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON A LIMITED BASIS AS AN
HISTORICAL BUILDING. ANYONE INTERESTED IN THE BUILDING SHOULD CONTACT
THE ADVENT HISTORICAL SDCIETY, P.0O. BOX 983, MILESBURG, PA 18823 (814-
355-7388)

MESSIAH'S CHURCH OF SNOW SHOE

Location: Sycamore Street, Snow Shoe
Organized: 1869 by Rev. Henry P. Cutter in Presbyterian Church
Church builtr 1873-1874

Later History: Rented by Methodist Church when their bullding was de-

stroyed by Fire in 1922, In 1827 remaining members
transFerred Snow Shoe Advemt Church property to Presbyterians to use
as site for a new church after their building burrned in 1927.
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MESSIAH'S CHUACH, SPAING TOWNSHIP

Location: Spring Township

Organized: 1871 by Henry Cutter. Orgenizing families: Bilger,
Brooks, Shorer

Church built: 1874

Later History: Unkmown. No church at that location.

PINE GLEN MESSIAH'SG CHURCH

L.ocation: Pine Glen, Burhside Township
Orgsnized: 1873
Church built: 1874

Later History: Unknown

FAIRVIEW MESSIAM'S CHURCH

Location: Antis FAun, Boggs Township

Organized: 1871 in Pleasant Valley Schoolhouse
Church built: After Linn's History was published in 1882
Later History: Currently used for Sunday School classes.
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